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Reference STB Docket No AB-1087 {(Sub No AX)

Following up on our January petition, the lowa Trails Counct requests the
Surface Transportabon Board o place a Publkc Use Condition on this proposed
abandonment by the lowa Northwestern Radroad  We also requeat that a Nohoe
of Intenm Traul Use be granted for this nght-of-way between Miepost 215 4 and
Milepoat 252 3 m lowa's Diclanson and Osceola counties

Conditional abandonment [a essentlal in our opinon, with the retenbon of
the nght-ol-way as a tradl, as authonzed by Congress in 1983 m Secton 8 (d), U
8§ C 1247 of the Nattonal Tredl System Act Such a traul would provide for the
preservahon of the nght-of way for potentisf reactvation of rail service with intenm
use as an energy eficsant tranaportahon route, providing an opportuntty for
healthful wallang, joggng and bicycling betwesn the two pouts

We take no poasition as to whether the Surface Transportation Board should
approve abandonment of this ngit-of-way, but we do belheve that f abandonment
18 approved it should be condiboned on the usa of the comdor as a trail, wth the
potential to be reachvated as an actve ralroad m the future

iows renks neer the botiom of the Siates that provide recreahonal
opportusubes, athough 1t 18 rankad hegh in the preservabon of rasiroad nghts-of-
way, uaing them as trals, contnbubing signiicantly to lowa’s economy, while at the
same tme helping to improve the heakh of the residents of the State This
parbcular area of the State has other established recrestional faciibes and
creating this tral woulkd enhance thoee facibes

Utiity linse couid be estabkshed within the comdor, thus providing for
prasarvahon of valuable crop land that would otherwise ba taken for tins purpose

if a NITU and PUT are lasued these should include the condiion that
ramoval of structures such as bndges, trastiss, culverts, funnels, and ballast be
barred as these are essential to the reachvahon of ral serwvice, as well aa to the use

of the nght-ol-way as a trad
The lowa Tralls Councill, is representing the interests of the Drckinson



County Trails Board. a county govemment entity, as well the Osceola County
Conservation Board and the cihes of Allendor! and Lake Park m this matter
These governmental bodes are willing © assume full financial reasponabiity for
management of such nghts-of-way and for any legal kabiity (unisss immune from
halnidy) ansing from transfer of tdie and for the payment of all taxes and
assssaments that may become due after ite 1a recewved It 18 acknowledged, as
well, that it is understood that the use of this nght-of-way as a tral, is contngent
upon continuing to meet thewr responsibdkhes as stated above

& lo further agresd that the uses of this nght-o--way as a trasl will be
termnalad 4 there 1s nead for reactivabion of rai service asprovdsdinU 8 C
1247 and CFR 1159 28, Section 8 (d) of the National Trails System Act. as
amended in 1883

i conditional abandonmant Is approved by the STB we request that we
be allowed at jeast a 180 day penod i which to conclude thess negobations

The Council’s extensive expenence in the acquaabon of raroad nghta-of-way for
conversion 1o trails over the past thirty years has lad us fo bekeve that
negobations for transier of ttle can eastdy consume more than 180 days, winch we
understand to be the usual aliotted time panod in which to compiete

negotiatons

The lowa Nstural Heritage Foundation may join with the lowa Traile
Council and the other governmental bodkes named herein in thess negotahons
It will be our gosl to conciuds these negolishions withn as short a tme penod as
poasbie and we intend to make every effort to bning these negobations to a
sehsfactory conciusion within the tme aliolted Wesver of the required fee I8

requesiod aInce we are representing ceveral governmental bodies

A map of the location of the proposed line to ba abandoned is inciuded
herewtth Wo are providing ten copies of this patition for the Surface
Transportabon Board and are sanding a copy of the petion fo the lowa
Nosthwestem Rasiroad ofkce in Omaha

We thank you for your lond conssderabon in this maiter

2&"‘&—
Tom F Neenan




L T e e .

(9
——r
!
.'hp-_-r, "
-
a
_ S e
_;_7_;- t :.‘ I'o" = o,
L S n!ﬂ.“l-‘:. T .
: R ' - s
1 I-'.-io.‘ » P
; Jo-su.n,
."., : .-.Ll‘- e .“ || ¥
.. _ _._l.'.n. '»




